The Hong Kong Veterinary Association Ltd

VETERINARY PUBLIC HEALTH SUB-COMMITTEE

Screw-worm Fly Myiasis

Old World Screw-worm fly (Chrysomya bezziana) myiasis has been reported occurring in pet
dogs in Hong Kong since 2002. Female adult flies lay eggs in wounds and larvae appear
within 24 hours. The larvae penetrate into body tissue causing considerable tissue damage.
Neglected wounds are the common sites where myiasis occurs. Infected wounds give out
strong offensive smell. Body fluids (or blood) are also seen oozing from the wounds. Female
adult flies may lay eggs in open wounds of debilitated humans. Pet owners must bring their
animals for veterinary treatment should open wounds be noticed in animals.

This statement is provided by the Hong Kong Veterinary Association (HKVA) Veterinary
Public Health Subcommittee, for further information please contact HKVA secretariat
(secretary @hkva.orq)
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